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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Training 
FROM : Chief, Planning Staff 

SUBJECT : Social Science Research Council Proposal 


The Problem 

1, The Social Science Research Council proposed that the Government, 
through contract with the Council, provide $15,500,000 for the training o 
1000 university graduate students over the next three years as area special- 
ists in a program which covers eight critical world areas. The Council would 
establish immediately upon approval of the project an eight-man board of lead- 
ins area specialists from the major participating universities to coordinate 
activities, maintain uniform standards, select trainees, and assign to the 
appropriate area training centers in the universities the number of specialists 
to be trained for each of the major world areas. 


2* In support of its proposal the Council asserts that: 

a. Several Government Departments and agencies, including CIA, have 
an urgent need of specialists in all fields of the Social Sciences, and 
for all major world areas# 


b. Existing university facilities for training such specialists can 
be enlarged and put to more intensive use to the extent of more than 
doubling the present training capacity. 


c. Unless immediate steps are taken, the teaching staffs at existing 
area centers will be drawn off by governmental agencies. The staffs 
themselves are too small to meet existing demands, and if permitted to be 
dispersed, would not be available to provide the stibstantially large’- 
number of trained younger men required by the Government. 


d. The problem is to build a competent group of area specialists 
while the universities are still in a position to provide the Government 
with this service. 


3. The Council has ascertained that its proposal is feasible, as far as 
the universities are concerned, and can be started in June 1951 provided that 
funds can be made available, and that a Government decision can be re a c he s by 

1 March 1951# 


Discussion 

h* CIA has continuing requirements for competent area specialists on the 
major world areas, and in specified disciplines within the fields of the social 
physical and natural sciences. Accordingly, it is a matter of concern to this 
Agency that the facilities and capabilities of the universities be safeguarded 
and made adequate to the extent that CIA requirements (in addition to all 
others) will be met, on a continuing basis. 
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The feasibility of conducting the program on a continuing basis. 
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Re c ommendat ion : 

9. That CIA approve the project in principle and agree to participate 
with other government agencies in putting it into effect. 

10» That if put into effect the Director of Tr a in.ing^ CIA, represent 
and administer CIA's interests in the program. Further, that the Director 
of Training: 


a* Accomplish the action indicated in paragraph 7 in collaboration 
with interested CIA offices. 

b. Introduce the substance of paragraph 8 for discussion at the 
interdepartmental meeting to be held on the subject in the near future. 
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